Minutes of H.J. Cambie Secondary School
Parent Advisory Committee Meeting

Wednesday October 22, 2008
Kathy Forrest, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:05 and welcomed all members.  
The following individuals were in attendance:

· Administrator – Neil Kamide

· Executive Members:  Kathy Forrest, David De Re, Sheena Gingrich, Nisha Dhawan, Paul Hoi Why, Rajan Pradhan and Falina Keegan.
· Non-Executive Members:  Harjinder Cooner, Mary Ens, Hildegard Fast, Maha Habayeb and Aladia Wazani.
(1) Approval/Amendments to Agenda – Mary Ens motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by Dave De Re. The motion passed unanimously.

(2) Adoption of Minutes: September 24, 2008 – minutes were reviewed by members.  Harjinder Cooner motioned approval of minutes, seconded by Dave De Re.  The motion passed unanimously.
(3) Correspondence – K. Forrest 
· Thank you card was received from (June 2008) Student Council for funding granted to them by PAC last year. 

· Thank you card was received from (Sept. 2008) Angela Kelso, former teacher librarian at Cambie. Angela expressed appreciation for the framed student artwork that she received upon her retirement and also for the work that PAC had done during her years at Cambie.

· BCTF sent a list of speaker topics that they are able to present in local schools at no cost. Dave De Re made a motion that Kathy Forrest should book a speaker of her choice to attend the January PAC meeting. Falina Keegan seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Action:  Kathy is to report back to PAC in November so that we can advertise the speaker. 
Action:  It was noted that this item needs to be added to the forward agenda for January and that the Internet Safety subject will be moved to February. 

(4) Reports
· Chairperson – Kathy Forrest - happy to see new faces at PAC. Kathy is feeling more comfortable in her role and is glad for the interest that parents are showing.
· Treasurer – Falina Keegan - presented a hardcopy report of the reconciled bank account balances and advised gaming funds for this year are now received totaling $19,520.00.  Falina noted that the bank accounts are reconciled with a few outstanding cheques and one deposit that the bank put into the wrong account. Falina needs to be added as a signing authority in order to deal with the deposit error.   Mary Ens made a motion that Falina Keegan be added as a signing officer on the PAC bank accounts and that Mary be removed. Motion was seconded by Dave De Re. The motion passed unanimously.   
Action:  Falina and Neil will take care of having a letter of instruction drafted for the bank. A hard copy of the minutes will also have to accompany the letter. 

· After Grad – Mary Ens provided a report of the after grad meeting that was held on October 15, 2008. A copy of the report was submitted for inclusion in the minutes. 

· R.D.P.A. – R. Pradhan

· RDPA meeting was attended by Raj (Cambie rep) and Falina.

· the attendees were given a history of the R.D.P.A

· R.D.P.A. is ‘desperate’ for more parent involvement. They are determined to make the meetings short to encourage better attendance.

· there will be an All Candidates Meeting on Nov 25th for the upcoming school trustee election. Parents are invited to send questions to rob@rdpa.bc.ca which can then be brought forward at the meeting.

· R.D.P.A. executive remains the same as last year – elected unanimously

(5) Old Business –  K. Forrest

· PAC Website – Kathy reported that she talked with Dave Cairns and although contact has been made with students who would do the work, Dave is very busy dealing with government issues over graduation requirements right now. Kathy will continue to follow up on the website issue. 

(6) New Business
· Review of Gaming Fund Applications - Dave De Re – Dave reviewed the process for funding applications and gave PAC an overview of how the process worked this year.  Dave went over the criteria for game spending and presented a list of requests and led the ensuing discussion.  After much discussion PAC came to a conclusion on approved items which were tracked by Dave and a list will be provided for the minutes.  Dave De Re motioned that PAC spend $18,821.61 toward the items approved at tonight’s meeting. The balance of requests will be considered to be spent from remaining funds at the November PAC meeting. Mary Ens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Action:  The balance of requests will be considered to be spent from remaining funds at the November PAC meeting.

(7) Administration Report – N. Kamide

· Interim reports - Will be sent out October 31st. 
· Parent/Teacher Conferences – will be Wed/Thurs Nov 5/6. These can be booked anytime after October 31.

· Synervoice system – the system should be working by the end of next week. It should be quite a useful system as it allows for mass phone calls or e-mails to be sent from the school. The first item will be a phone call which will ask parents to send in their e-mail address so that the office can get parents registered for e-communication. The trick will be to not overload parents with phone calls or the system will become ineffective.
· Remembrance Day Assemblies – the student led assemblies will be on Monday, November 10th and all parents are invited. The start times are 9:40 and 10:40. If you arrive 10 minutes early, you can easily be seated before the students arrive.
· School Reconstruction – Cambie has ‘leaky condo’ syndrome. Much of the school outside facing as well as the roof needs to be totally replaced. This work will begin once the funding is finalized. The building will be structurally sound at all times but it will be a construction zone. This will be an inconvenience but it is necessary due to the fact that there is water running through the building

(8) Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.  The next PAC meeting is on Wednesday, November 26th @ 7:00 p.m. in the school library.
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	Item
	Action Required
	Responsibility/Deadline
	Status



	Correspondence
	BCTF sent a list of speaker topics that they are able to present in local schools at no cost. Dave De Re made a motion that Kathy Forrest should book a speaker of her choice to attend the January PAC meeting. Falina Keegan seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Kathy is to report back to PAC in November so that we can advertise the speaker. 


	K. Forrest
Nov 26th 
	

	Treasurer
	Falina needs to be added as a signing authority in order to deal with the deposit error.   Falina and Neil will take care of having a letter of instruction drafted for the bank. 
A hard copy of the minutes will also have to accompany the letter.

	F. Keegan
N. Kamide

Immediate
	

	Review of Gaming Fund Applications
	Dave De Re motioned that PAC spend $18,872.11 toward the items approved at tonight’s meeting. The balance of requests will be considered to be spent from remaining funds at the November PAC meeting. 
	D. De Re
Nov 26th 
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